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the following opening address: In his investigation of the
history of the successive revolutions through which the
terrestrial areas of the earths surface have passed, the
geologist places his chief reliance upon the remains of plants
and animals imbedded in the rocks. The distribution of land
and sea at different ancient periods, the growth and isolation
or connection of continents and islands, the position of long-
vanished lakes and rivers, the vicissitudes of climate in past
time--these and other geographical changes depend in large
measure for their evidence upon the testimony of organic
remains. In the reasoning by which the accepted conclusions in
these matters have been reached, there lies...
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