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illustrated. 1917 Excerpt: . . . determining when we wish to introduce 16-ft. stops, or 8-, or 4-, or 2-ft. , or
mixtures, or reeds; in the ensemble we submit to the everlasting bondage into which the builder has led us, and
renounce every liberty in effecting the crescendo, where liberty and Art are surely so closely related; all this, in
order to be in a position to effect a crescendo by means of the simple movement of a wheel or pedal. 1 The
dependence placed upon the crescendo pedal in much of the German organ composition of recent years, fully
justifies Mr. Schweitzers attitude of protest. Although to a far lesser extent, there is danger of the same
condition being realized in America by the alternative action of building up a crescendo by means of fixed
combination movements, in the absence of a powerful and effective Swell-or Solo-organ. If the latter are
lacking, after a certain point is reached only the stops added to the Great-organ have any perceptible effect on
the ensemble. The absence of any pedal movements or combination pistons operating single Pedale stops
frequently leads the composer to employ the Grand-orgue exclusively as a means of obtaining certain registers
in the Pedale at the desired moment, through the coupler, which is operated by a pedal. In this connection a 16-
ft. bourdon on the Grand-orgue offers another advantage to the French organist, since it can be added as
indicated through the 1 Deutsche und Franzosische Orgelbaukunst. pedal coupler to...
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