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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 26 pages.
Original publisher: Washington : U. S. G. P. 0., 2009. OCLC Number: (OColLC)320445893 Subject: Political
refugees -- Burma. Excerpt: . .. 9 pending, involving the prosecution of at least three alleged human traffickers.
In 2005, Thai police raided a jungle compound operated by human traffickers which contained 37 Burmese and
2 Pakistani migrants. Knowing that eventual arrest and extortion are likely realities, many Burmese migrants in
Malaysia pool their financial resources, so that they are prepared to respond to individual demands for paid
freedom. Burmese migrants are not always transported to the Malaysia-Thailand border for payment
arrangements to obtain their release. There are reports that freedom from detention can come by paying
Malaysian officials where they are detained. One Burmese refugee, now resettled in Indiana, cited eight
occasions from May, 2001 to September 10, 2006, when payment was made for their release from detention.
The fee ranged from 50 ringgit on December 24, 2002, to 800 ringgit on August 15 of 2005. Reports have been
received of refugees being beaten if they are unable to arrange payment. The committee also received a report
of two refugees being shot and killed at a border location in August of 2008, allegedly for inability to pay
ransom demands. N THE ORDS OF THE EFUGEES | W R The committee has received several reports from
Burmese refu-gees who were allegedly trafficked by or with the knowledge of Ma-laysian officials while in
Malaysia. Their stories are similar to the pattern of reports outlined earlier in this report, People as a Com-
modity: Anatomy of a Shakedown. Samples of the reports in the possession of the committee follow: Victim No.
1 Paid 1800 Ringgit ( approximately 490 ) for his freedom....
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