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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Letter to a Friend Taking advantage of the
unfavorable feeling which exists in our community respecting a withdrawal from the clerical profession, and
presuming that, in a matter so delicate and private, | should be unwilling to make explanations, they have not
shrunk from using the grossest freedom in their inquisition into my earlier course. In the year 1831, after
thirteen years service in the parochial ministry in Boston, | accepted a Professorship in the Theological
Department of the University, and removed to Cambridge. My partial friends in the religious society with which |
had been connected objected to my taking that step, and urged that it was not wise. But no doubt of its being
taken under a disinterested sense of duty ever reached me from any quarter. My position had been every thing
that heart could desire, and never more attractive, to say the least, than when | relinquished it. Separating
myself from relatives and friends, | left it for a place, - to be retained, as | supposed, for the rest of my life, -
where | was to have more labor, less leisure, less compensation, and social position and advantages certainly
not superior to what | left behind. Except that | was not in ill health, | took the step under the same
circumstances as the same step had been taken just before by the late Rev. Dr. Ware, jr., and | never heard that
he was charged with being prompted by political, or any other worldly ambition. After four years, with a view
to add to my pecuniary means, which proved unequal to the wants of an increased family, I...
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